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 NEWS RELEASE
24 March 2009
Sir Donald Sinden to re-open Bancroft Gardens
World Class Stratford Patron and distinguished Shakespearian actor Sir Donald Sinden will officially re-open the Bancroft Gardens following major re-landscaping works, on the morning of Friday, 24 April. 

Sir Donald will join Cllr Les Topham, chairman of World Class Stratford, and other civic leaders and community representatives to open the gardens around mid-day. The ceremony will include the symbolic opening of the new canal lock gates and pedestrian bridge connecting the gardens with the River Avon; the unveiling of a commemorative plaque and the switching on of the Swan Fountain by local school children. 

There will also be a programme of artistic events and entertainment in the gardens on Friday afternoon and all day Saturday as part of the wider celebrations for the expanded Shakespeare’s Birthday weekend.

Cllr Les Topham, leader of Stratford District Council and chairman of the World Class Stratford Strategy Group said: “Sir Donald has a lifetime of association with Stratford and has been an enthusiastic Patron of World Class Stratford for the past two years. He is a universally known and admired character and the ideal person to formally mark the return of the gardens to the community. 

“I’m also delighted that the day will mark the beginning of a fantastic period of entertainment and activity in the town for the Birthday celebrations, which promise to offer something for everybody this year,” added Cllr Topham.  

Ends

For further information contact:

Paul Ogden, World Class Stratford Project Leader on 01789 260611

Mark Harrison, Harrisons PR, on 01295 690003 or 07776 182506                                           

